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Still-life Photographs by Laura Letinsky 
Featured in New Exhibition at The Cleveland Museum of Art 


CLEVELAND (Dec. 23, 2003) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) presents Aftermath: Laura Letinsky Still-Life 
Photographs, an exhibition featuring nine large-scale color still-life photographs. This exhibition will open Jan. 24, and remain 
on view through Apr. 7, 2004. 

Admission to this exhibition and the Museum is free. 

Like the 17"-century Dutch, Italian and Spanish still-life painters, Letinsky explores the table as a place of intimacy 
and metaphor. She invites viewers to ponder the perishable nature of all worldly things and the evanescence of sensual 
pleasures. Her still-lifes concentrate on the remains of the meal, focusing on half-filled glasses, discarded food and dirty 
silverware, and stained tabletops. She addresses the relationship between ripeness and decay, plenitude and waste, pleasure and 
sustenance. 

Letinsky’s compositions are stark, using a soft palette of ivory linens and bright white surfaces set against pale and dark 
backgrounds. They contain a strong emphasis on diagonals and close croppings are used to frame the organized simple 
groupings. Some remains are uncomfortably poised on the edge, appearing to fall at any time. Letinsky is able to mysteriously 
bend space and alter perspectives as seen in Untitled #35 (from the series Morning, and Melancholia), 2001, in which an intense 
shadow tricks the eye into thinking the table is folded. 

Curator of Photography Tom E. Hinson said, “Letinsky energetically adds to the over 160-year-old tradition of 
photographic still lifes with her keen eye for creating spatial ambiguity, selecting seductive hues and establishing psychological 
tension in her compelling photographs.” 

Letinsky (Canadian, born 1962) is a graduate of the Yale University School of Art and her work has been exhibited at 
the Museum of Modern Art, New York, The Art Institute of Chicago, the Museum of Contemporary Photography, Chicago, the 
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art and the Canadian Museum of Contemporary Photographs. Her photographs are in the 
collections of institutions including Yale University Art Gallery, the Art Institute of Chicago and the Museum of Contemporary 
Photography, Chicago. Letinsky lives and works in Chicago where she is Associate Professor in the Committee on the Visual 
Arts at the University of Chicago. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council and the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent collection is world 
renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant international forum for exhibitions, 
scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888- 
CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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